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Welcome

Welcome to the public exhibition of proposals for Crescent Gardens.

ATP (Crescent Gardens) Ltd intend to submit a planning application for the creation of an enhanced public open space and redevelopment of the 
building at Crescent Gardens, which will include high quality residential accomodation, a spa for residents and private members and a public 
art gallery.
The redevelopment will include the re-landscaping of the site and Crescent Gardens.

The purpose of the exhibition is to:
•	Provide an overview of our proposals
•	Provide you with the opportunity to ask questions
•	 Identify issues that you consider we ought to address

Members of the project team are on hand to answer any questions you may have and and provide further information if required.

Crescent Gardens
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Vision

View from Crescent Gardens

Proposed restaurant design

The vision for Crescent Gardens is to redefine 

and rejuvenate the Spa quarter of Harrogate.  

Inspiration has been sought from numerous 

historic references, archives and photographs, 

as well as engaging with the civic society and 

local historians.

The proposals are for an enhanced public 

open space that is reactivated and usable by 

the public.

With the proposed closure of Crescent 

Gardens Road and the removal of the off street 

parking, the gardens will be re-established 

as a pedestrian environment, with distinct 

pathways and defined use areas between.

A basement car park for residents would be 

integrated into the proposal, providing further 

improvement to the public realm of Crescent 

Gardens.

The proposed garden design considers the 

introduction of a low stone wall and metal 

railings around the perimeter, defining the 

boundary and offering a safer environment to 

the public.

The scheme aims to deliver a link from Valley 

Gardens, through Montpellier to the the 

international centre and beyond to the new 

civic centre.  A reception space for Harrogate 

and area to be enjoyed by visitors and locals 

alike.
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Hans Place, London

Chelsea Barracks, London

20 Grosvenor Square, London

Squire and Partners are an award-winning 

architectural practice who have been 

designing and executing buildings on key 

sites in the UK and internationally for over 

35 years.  The practice’s approach to design 

assumes that every site has its own history, 

character and needs.  Derived from a sense 

of place, buildings respond to underlying 

themes of materiality, scale and proportion 

which are common to their locations, whilst 

revealing a commitment to contemporary 

design and detailing.  

www.squireandpartners.com
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History

Harrogate came to prominance as a spa when 

the spa waters were discovered during the 

16th century. The town expanded considerably 

during the 17th and 18th century.

The Enclosure Act of 1770 encapsulated the 

Royal Forest of Knaresborough, with the 

second Enclosure Act of 1778 clarifying the 

ownership with The Stray and the springs 

being reserved as a public common.

The 19th century spa located on the current 

site historically gave rise to the gardens 

being significantly more utilised than they are 

presently.

The New Victoria Baths were constructed 

in 1871 and provided bathing facilities for 

members of the public in a grand Victorian 

gothic style.

The building consisted of a central two storey 

pavilion with two end pavilions of single storey 

height, linked by long, single storey corridors 

with covered pergola walkways to the front.

The current building was constructed in 

the early 1930’s as the offices for Harrogate 

Borough Council. The building incorporates 

elements of the earlier 1871 Victoria Baths and 

follows a (Georgian) style of low, elongated 

proportion with central and two flanking 

pavilions.

Harrogate has an established history as one 

of the prominant spa towns of England. The 

theraputic benefits of the waters during the 

17th and 18th century led to the expansion of 

the town. The success of the town continued 

until the First World War, following which, the 

impact of the war and the subsequent Great 

Depression, both led to its decline. In more 

recent years the popularity of spas has risen 

again, with outlying hotels and retreats taking 

advantage of the historical association that 

Harrogate has with health and wellbeing.
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Site and Location

Conservation Area 

Listed Buildings

Crescent Gardens is a recognised civic building 

within the centre of Harrogate, built in the 

1930’s specifically for the use of the Council 

Offices. 

Cresent Gardens building is not a listed building 

but is located within Harrogate’s Town Centre 

Conservation Area.

A significant number of listed buildings 

surround the site and the sensitivity of the site 

in relation to the immediate and wider context 

has been considered during the development 

of the design.

Local amenities Sun path - winds 

The site is centrally located and within walking 

distance of the majority of Harrogate’s 

amenties. 

The neoclassical facade is south facing, 

with the garden forming a significant buffer 

between the main noise source around the site 

of Crescent Road, connecting Valley Gardens 

to Parliament Street. The connection of Swan 

Road to Ripon Road generates some traffic 

noise, although that would be considered to 

be less intrusive.

Conservation Area

A - The Town Centre
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Existing Building
The Crescent Gardens building is located within 

a conservation area within lower Harrogate 

and considered by the council to be a building 

of ‘Local Interest’ and ‘Landmark Building of 

Interest’. 

The main facade is a neo-classical composition 

with a central pavilion and two secondary 

pavilions at the end of each flanking wing.

The centre pavilion is formed of a tripartite 

composition and framed with a rusticated 

border.

The flanking and rear elevations are both 

modest and not considered architecturally of 

high merit, utilising a cheaper material, which 

has been adapted over time leading to the 

significant contrast between the front and the 

rear. 

It is not listed and was rejected by Historic 

England in 2002 for listing status.

In contrast to the front façade, there is little 

evidence to suggest the interior of the building, 

including the central pavilion, is of significant 

architectural or historical merit.  

Our principal objective is to preserve the 

essential character of the conservation area, 

whilst allowing for its continued use and 

evolution.

The proposal provides an opportunity to 

replace the rear with a building that draws 

on the history of Harrogate and relates to the 

architectural characteristics of the conservation 

area.  

The character of the design has been developed 

in response to the conservation area and front 

facade, whilst also contributing to both the 

composition of the immediate setting and 

historical buildings in the centre of Harrogate.        


